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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To: Heads of Fire Departments 
 
From: Stephen D. Coan 
  State Fire Marshal 
 
Date: November 30, 2009 
 
RE: Updates to 527 CMR  
             
Please find attached hereto copies of three (3) new regulatory changes from the Board of Fire 
Prevention Regulations.      

The first regulation, which was filed on an emergency basis, delays the implementation of 527 CMR 
10.13, which required the designation of a  “crowd manager” by those who own/operate A-2 use 
group buildings (ex.: nightclubs, dancehalls and bars) to assure the safety of the occupants and 
complete a safety checklist as prescribed by the Marshal.  

The second regulation, replaces 527 CMR 10.15 with new language that enhances public safety 
during floor refinishing activities. The regulation requires a permit (but no mandated 
inspection) from the head of the fire department for most refinishing activities.  A notification/letter 
only is required for the smaller residential buildings (single family and other buildings up to 4 
units).  It also requires that certain precautions be taken to reduce or eliminate the risk of explosion 
or fire associated with such activity, including the posting of signs.  The effective date of this 
regulation is 6-1-10.  

The third regulation, 527 CMR 22.00: Cannons and Mortars, relates to the regulations for firing 
muzzle-loading cannons during events such as historical ceremonies and re-enactments. It contains 
many amendments, which improve readability and update safety standards and references to other 
applicable and related codes.  
If you have any please contact the Code Compliance and Enforcement Unit at 978-567-3375 or in 
Western MA at 413-587-3181. 
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